Chapter Three:
Post-Colonial Socio-Poalitical Endeavor sto Solve the Ethnic Crisis

Just as much as the ethnic conflict has been going the ipost-colonial
period, and socio political violence has been unleashaidst the minority Tamils,
one should also admit the fact that many leaders ofahe socio political sectors
have tried to solve this problem in the said periodinfdll, both the leadership of the
Sinhalese majority and the Tamil minority tried thgimost to end this conflict and to
bring about a feasible solution to make socio polipegice dawn in this land.

But due to various reasons, such as patrtiality, fundansemtdhck of
tolerance for the legitimacy of pluralism, greed to stgyower, etc, such endeavors
ended with either little or no success. Though failurgre¥ious endeavors gave rise
to subsequent attempts seeking solutions, sometimesmeryunately, they also
triggered violent riots against the minority, brandingnthas not willing to foster
peace.

In this chapter, therefore, we shall trace out th@ua socio political reasons
and endeavors of post-colonial time and evaluate thes@-vi the continuance of the
crisis, and prepare the way to introduce the theologyrobiosis as a feasible answer

for peace and harmony in post-colonial Sri Lanka.

Isan end of Ethnic Conflict and the restoration of peace and harmony possible
in Sri Lanka?

Though this question seems to point to a negative anag/syggested by the
last quotation of chapter two, this question has to askalisincerity and considered
seriously. Both ethnicity and ethnic conflict in Sanka have been created by

historical, sociological and political causes (ageris)ugh an understanding and
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hermeneutics of events and situations of various tirBegh understanding and
hermeneutics have been extolled as classics and unaqaddgigrimary sources, to
understand, evaluate and judge future events in the sodmal@nd religious life of

Sri Lanka. (The Dutugemunu — Elara Battle of the Mahavasrsa example of this.)
Hence, the possibility and feasibility of a solution peace and harmony against ethnic
conflict also have to be seen through a re-readingetotterpretation) of these so-
called basic and primary sources. This "a priori" presugaske-reading and de-
interpretation of the same. In other words, the &&xt causes need to be separated or
liberated from their posterior understanding and the cortsnwehich had been

attached to the former as inseparable and integrabptrbse primary sources. Many
times old classics are understood by commentarieseom written centuries later.
Hence, a preliminary de-routing should precede a re-routitigeiline of relevant and
life fostering new hermeneutics.

In the same manner, ethnicity and language too havedptagir major roles in
causing the present crisis for the past five decadesiraggdo in the previous
chapter, specially in the sections on the 1958, 1964 and 1983Hience, a new
understanding of these inevitable, natural, and existdiféi categories and putting the
values attached to them, to test also, should begiawifunderstanding and new
values are to be arrived at, and attached to thene ifutare. Politics and Policies are
two more causes for the conflict in Sri Lanka soegtRepresentational and ethno-
centric politics and social policies have caused greaidwithin a period of 5
decades of indigenous rule. Representationalism and ethirioitg have permeated
and pervaded even the other national spheres such asi@uusaiployment and
economics and have caused competition and exclusion am®ildren of the soil.

During ethnic riots the damaging and looting of propertiesassets of the “underdog
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“ manifest the feeling which lie burning deep down inrtied of the majority. In the
sphere of education, the children are taught to hate apisde¢he minority Tamils as
they grow in their rationality. As was made cleathia section on school textbooks in
the previous chapters, education itself, besides otheresphs geared and focused on
fostering ethnic and cultural Chauvinism.

Employment in a third world and poor country like Sri Laigka matter that
determines life and death. According to latest stagistiee out of every five adult is
unemployed or under-employed. As education even up to primadygte level
(bachelor) is free or subsidized, the students whoseityg/ear at the end of their high
school and university life are frantically in seaaftwhite collar jobs which are few
and are reserved for the “politically recommended” ocially recognizable” few. No
historian, sociologist or political analyst of Srirlka can deny the fact that the Sinhala
and the Tamil Insurrections of the youth, which bagbdn in the 70s, were caused
partially by the anger and anxiety on the inability goor and rural but intelligent
youth, to accede to higher education followed by adequgt®gment. Hence,
education, employment and economic policies of Sri Lan&ashould be brought to
the docks of fair reasoning and judgment, if they are e fiae way for peace and
harmony in the future.

Culture and religions are the next that should come undeairy and
evaluation and thorough examination. All religions stosed at different times in
different places in order to fulfill a legitimate needledt time and situation and to
point to life and joy in community. The teaching aditHfounders and their
recommendation of lifestyles are poignant of thethfan “common good” (Koinonia).
But in this sphere too as time rolled away and ther@iglynamism gave way to

vested interests and power, religions not only becawtiaseve and hyper-ritualistic,
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but also began to sanction and perpetuate violence arfdideéaé name of God or
the founder of the religion. History of religions allev the world have embarrassing
examples of being the parent of death and destructiornraaidg away their basic
tenets and values to obtain wealth and prominence anerpow

Religions that were meant to care for and emancipateador, the lowly and
the oppressed in any form, later allied themselves thétpowerful, the aristocrats and
the oppressors to legitimize their oppression and expdmtan Sri Lanka too there
are such unfortunate and embarrassing examples of religither unwillingly or
consciously causing violence and riots among the inndagulevotees of the various
religions or among the people of different races and @dtaf the country. The
existential fact that at least three of the fouigi@hs are quasi ethnic-based, has
caused riots and violence which had disastrous doubldsefisea-vi communal and
religious flares. Therefore, religions too have tdbrught under evaluation,
judgment and re-orientation into their original path @aaisharia, hodos) to play the
role of “servants of peace,” “unifiers of people,” aadjénts of life.“ Hence, in this
chapter | shall attempt to weigh and measure the alaadsgheres of human life and
inquire into the possibility for peace and harmony antbegaces and religions and

the dignity of all the children of mother Lanka, inéno come.

Reinterpretation of Classicsand Myths

Myths serve very often to give a beginning or origimteeality or situation
which seem to exist from very different times angre-history. By myths, | mean
here, those pre-historic and pristine lores and no¢ tmaditional folklores. In such
situation those myths may also elicit divine conmettr sanction to the origin of such

situations and realities, such as the Creation Studtlze patriarchal stories of the
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Bible, the Hindu Puranas and Ithihasas, The Buddha’'sk#asaries consisting of his
550 previous births are some of the greatest myths afdhid religions comparable
with those of Persia, Babylon and Egypt. What is eaggificant to note in all these
myths is that almost all of them contain the aspégtar and violence in some form or
the other. Between gods or between gods and demons yeegiagiods) or between
primordial human beings or dragons, there is fight ore¢ushich results in a good
situation or in the solution of the existing problenae& the natural changes such as
day and night, drought and rain, winter and spring, autumnanest were all
perceived in the pre-scientific age, as fight among taetpr-natural forces and the
victorious emergence of one over the other. Thus®ofaeed with the blatant truth
that, the seeds of war and violence are inherentiost all religions, besides their
claim to deliver life and peace. As Aho explains:

All Holy Wars have as their final goal the protectmirthe
world from nothingness. But order, and by implicationviodent
struggle to eradicate chaos, have been mythically agrtten radically
different ways throughout history. In some mythologiesos is viewed
as a disruption of the historical order and sacred wagaran act re-
establishing a faithful relationship between man asdjbd. Such a
myth posits the divine to be an ethereal person itihgla realm
separate from the world of natural affairs, whichfadlén“ that is, not
sacred. We shall call this holy war myth the trandeat-historical
type. It is approximated in ancient Hebraism, Islamd, Brotestantism.
In other mythologies, the divine is said to be an irspeal pneuma,
spirit or law, intimately pervading the material worlgh this case,
chaos is understood as an interruption of the cosmolayger, and
the holy war as an act reunifying man and the divités We shall call
the immanentist -cosmological myth of holy war slexemplified in
varying degrees by Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, Nabkoatli
and medieval Christianity. Each of these holy warhsiy$ associated
with a particular type of military ethic. (Kriegethik)

The Duttugamunu and Elara story of the Sri Lankan epimétiecof the 6th
century CE. The Mahawamsa is such a powerful mythitteaems to come to life

more vividly reincarnate at every successive situatidhe recent communal conflicts
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of the country. The Battle scene is well preservestirpture (made at a later time) in
the 1st century Sacred Dagoba Bwevanweli Sayal hus every Buddhist pilgrim who
goes there a few times a year (at least once arydaril) to observepansiand listen
to scriptural chants and sermons, also visits thisgodat shrine and contemplate anti-
Tamil stories and feelings. Quite often Buddhist preaamaiee it a point to inject into
their sermons this historical myth - because ithgstorical war (and heavily clothed
with mythical components) and the anti-Buddhist happerdngag the Chola
invasions and colonial times, besides also exhortioglpdo live in peace and
harmony. Though this may superficially look like beingHioght about history, the
70% rural devotees who listen to such predications aralways in an intellectual
position to distinguish one from the other. For theistolny is nothing more than their
present reality.

Another salient factor about the Duttugemunu Elara nigttine legitimization
of the killing of Elara and the other Tamils by the Budtdmonks - the guardians and
exemplars of non-violence.

The ancient chronicles agree on the problem of actemse

that Dutugemunu apparently suffered from; he had been cothpzlle

kil so many Tamils in capturing “Rajarata” from Elathe Chola king

and this conflicted with his view of himself as a noolent Buddhist, a

conflict which in a way echoes the sentiments afksssuffered from

similar guilt feelings. According to the pali texts weittby the

Buddhist monks, at the time the king’s conscience wasrdetl, he

was visited by some “Arahats” - i.e. monks who hadiagid Nirvana;

they advised the king from this deed arises no hindrargeiway to

heaven. Only one and a half human beings had beerbgléhee, O

lord of men...Unbelievers and men of evil life wdrne test no more to

be esteemed than beasts.

This is comparable to the incident portrayed in thédag Parvam of
Mahabharatha, where man wishes to keep away fromvihvs god proposes war.

At the battle field of Kurukshatra, just prior to the coemcement of the

battle. A thought of compassion flashes in the mindrafma. Do | have to destroy alll
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these people who are my brothers, relatives and n¥etaavin back the throne and
the kingdom? Bewildered by this thought, Arjuna drops his saying “never mind if
they have taken wrongful possession of our share of kingdewer mind if they Kkill
us...I will not fight with my kith kin.” Then Krishnaidcharioteer (the lord Vishnu
now incarnate as a king and friend of the Pandavastimgthame Krishna), enlightens
Arjuna. “...your grief arises from a delusion...do yowsefto fight the righteous war?
You can only kill their bodies not their soul...your distyo fight the war. Gain or
loss, defeat or victory is not within your power.m ¢he lord of the universe...Though
| have neither birth nor death, whenever truth langgisind evil triumphs in the
world; | am born in every age to destroy evil and $ta&bihe truth...The preaching
and enlightening of Krishna to Arujuna in the battlédfis the Bagawat Gita (the song
of the Lord - the gospel of Hinduism). What is notewgptthre is that man proposes
peace while god proposes war. Unwillingness to kill ieddlelusion” - maya and
destruction is declared as righteousness.

Two famous kings of the early and late middle ages imitery of Sri Lanka
are constantly referred to in modern times by pditisiand preachers as strong and
committed Buddhist kings. We have already seen them pastia first and second
chapters. They are Parakramabahu the great of the Ittinycand
Vimaladharmasuriya Il of the 14th century. They are letiolled and lauded for their
hydraulic, architectural and belligerent achievemenggarling Parakramabahu, what
comes to the forefront are the megalithic and mdmolituins and shrines of
Polannaruura, the gigantic irrational reservoirs ancexensive rice fields of the
country. Everyone who visits the tooth relic templé&andy realize that the
magnificent palace and shrine are the works of Wimatactnsooriya I1l. But as | had

already alluded to, the Sri Lankan tourists and pilgrimthewisiting school children
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are never told about their achievements in estafjgeace and harmony in their
days. Such sociological achievements of this duo ar@letely blocked out in the
Sinhala/Tamil tourist manuals and school text books.

On the other hand the Duttugemunu Story, the Chola bwasind the
colonizers’ atrocities add fuel to the fire and causapmard mobilization of religious
and cultural sentiments, to at least mentally despesenthority Tamils, Christians and
Hindus by the otherwise peaceful Buddhists and Sinhaléss.lowever, is not to
deny the many peace-loving Buddhist monks in towns aragyedl throughout the
country, who on full moon festivities, preach on peaaanony, tolerance and mutual
respect. But their voices and waves do not reach the aad television, and their
writings are not made public.

Hindu, Christian and Muslim preachers and politiciansaie@oguilty of the
same type of omissions and commission. Though theytl&ceardships of having to
face the winds and waves of majority politics dailyahnot be said that they have
done justice to work for peace and harmony within thmited power and resources.
Ethnocentricity and religio-centricity is strong andttered in the minority circles too.
Ethnocentric fanaticism, religious fundamentalism antucail exclusivism are rampant
here too. They also imbibe myths and truth claimskwvhome from equally old
traditions and classics, not only to sustain and nothistmselves in their ethno
religious or cultural identity but also to insulate thelweeither from being absorbed
into the others or to absorb others into their itiest Popular and religious songs,
literature, theatre, political speeches and religioun@es also can be heard among
the minorities which cause the same upward mobilizatfaentiments not only
against the Sinhala Buddhists but also against one andthis is the reason why here

and there in the country one hears once in a whitéirafu-Christian and Muslim-
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Tamil clashes and skirmishes.

All religions in Sri Lanka (as every where) by andj&atike to claim people
into their community or company. Very often convensito other religions are
induced by reasons such as marriage, convenience andagpvas the case may be.
In such cases a particular religion exerts influence theeother to leave one’s own
religion to enjoy the new situation. Both Islam andi€tfanity are referred to as
religions which are quite keen on claiming people of otblgions. Both by
Evangelization, advantage and marriage these two rdifnave claimed thousands of
adherents of the other religions. Though when considevadwithin the Islamic-
Christian points of view such as “conversion, greahmission, true faith, salvation”
and so on, such claiming may be legitimized; from thetpafiview of the one side, it
is equally natural and legitimate that such prosylithiarestotally against pluralism,
peace, justice and harmony. Islam mostly claims pedméher religions through
marriage; but Christianity (particularly groups with fundataést tendencies) seeks to
claim people both by evangelization and marriage. BudddgtdHindus are both
especially saddened and angered by the Christian proabtytizas they term it) of the
past 500 years. More over the inter-Christian convessiisom one denomination or
Church to the other) either for marriage or advantadsy proselytism, has caused
double effects that are not conducive to the good of @har8ri Lanka. In the first
place, the others deride the rivalry, competition angfpness among the Christians
who are like wolves to each other; in the second ptheespirit of Ecumenism and
Church’s witness to unity, love, peace and harmonyeagardized by this rivalry and
spite.

Moreover, in the last decade, the Sri Lankan Churdgeireral as in the world

over with the promulgation of the last decade of the 26ttury as a “decade of

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



Evangelism” and preparatory decade for the millennialelibivas reinvigorated by
missionary activities. Words such as “Missio Dei, \@@sion of 200/2000 villages as
birthday present to Jesus; second coming in 2000,” weretegibhebeard in all
churches and religious conventions. Mass rallies andcpottalyers and healing
inclusive of open air exorcisms were held by bothftbe and main line churches to
attract crowds for Christ. Even in those fosterind prayer sessions for Peace in Sri
Lanka, the heavy accent was on healing, exorcismmaluting commitment to Christ.
These rallies did attract crowds both of Christiart @eople of other faiths and
resulted in some conversion, but at the same timegérey rise to fear and anxiety
both to the church which is sincerely involved ingielus amity and dialogue and also
to anti-Christian campaign instigated by Buddhist, HinduMuaodlim religions.
Baudha Balavegaya (Buddhist power), Success (an assocaaadhist
intellectuals), Hindu Aranery Movement (doctrinal depeh@nt), the Muslim Majlis
(development forum) are some of the reform and poweements of the different
religions that surfaced in the last decade to counteraat they termed “unethical
Christian conversions.”

| do not question here the validity or legitimacy oigieus liberty. It is one of
the fundamental human rights and freedoms of all religibhe decree of the
Ecumenical council of Vatican Il though of the RomanhGéc Church only, speaks
for the doctrine of the Church of Christ in general.

But these aspects are not what we hear from pulpits atid pefsions. What
is often heard in rallies and revival meetings are ftthiqueness of Christ; personal
commitment to Jesus to be saved; Christ the univeidgd, atonement that has
caused the unfathomable riches of Christ, true faith@snly way for happiness and

plenty in this life and in the next, truths in Chasiity (most often only in the church of
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the preacher) and myths in the other religions.” Bijpletes such as the healings of
Jesus, his exorcisms, his pronouncements of judgemethegdeat commissions are
the only portions that are repeatedly preached on setralies. Jesus’ parables and
teachings on the Reign of God, the Christian lifeaftigh human life) or the values of
the reign of Heaven in the Sermon on the Mount, &s&lrio carry the cross, to be of
service to one’s neighbor, walking the extra miledsecthe burden of the weary, to be
charitable without expecting anything in return, loveonémy, looking after the sick,
naked, hungry and the displaced are as if absent in thedithe community of faith
or the warring communities of the country.

| am of the firm opinion that the religions inclusiveChristianity should dig
out the peace and harmony texts from their scripturégeeach, peace and harmony
repeatedly in their sermons, banas, parayanams, artstftha word for preaching in
Buddhism, Hinduism and Muslim religions). The good Samaritaenreconciling
Father, praise of the pagan centurion, the audacibedfanaanite widow, the great
banquet for the poor and the lowly, the compassion agelr af Jesus vis-a-vi death
and violence, the Beatitudes, the tolerance of thefiedidesus ought to take priority
over the so-called “missionary texts" to resound agaghagain in all parts of the
island and Sri Lanka. If similar texts of the othetares equally resound and blend
in the different directions of the country, peace andyaamong all races and religions
will seem a possible agenda. It is indeed a great pitynthay churches, both new and
traditional, should give hyperbolic importance to the agpge or the epilogue of the
gospel according to Matthew rather than to the entidy lof the gospel which speaks
about living a life in solidarity with the neighborlyiman persons.

If Church aggrandizement and proud proclamation of achievisnre

membership and financial development become the eritemetermine truth and
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relevance of a church and God'’s favor and blessing thfeh peace, harmony and
pluralism arapso factodiametrically opposed considerations for that particular
church. It is an unfortunate reality that still maryiStians, both laity and clergy, are
convinced that the non-Christians will not reachvieeaafter death. Therefore, they
feel the “burden” of neighborly love to take them taven, which can happen only
through conversion and baptism. Such fundamentalist d@machave also caused
general suspicion of genuine Christian charity and phitaply and sincere inter-
religious dialogue. While, it is true that some Chrigtiaansider dialogue and charity
good and straightforward strategies for conversion, thiexenany other Christian
agents and institutions who engage themselves in sughdi@ works of mercy* and
“open search in to spiritual riches* without any hiddgaralas. They are inspired by
the ideals of the kingdom of God as postulated by our Laddlanconviction that
God has been both creatively and providentially actival times, in all places and
through many prophets and sages of the world. | beli@telle Pauline text of the
“last activity of God in his Son” is only to say th# to that particular time and not to
the rest of Chronos.

There are inter-religious and inter-communal associatsnich as the
Satyodaya (dawn of truth) Center for society and religibe Thulana (balance), the
National Peace Council, the Christian workers fellopisSubaseth Gedera (house of
fellowship), Navajeevanam (new life) which, though sashthem have a heavy
Christian presence, strive in sincerity to acceptrasgect legitimacy of plurality.
They do not as many accuse them of, dilute their &athconvictions or mitigate their
Christian commitment or hide the witness and allegiancChrist. Quite many of them
have proved their loyalty to their Church through maldyn, loss of positions of

ability and their calm behavior even in times ofunderstanding and slander. The role
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and influence of some of these Religious Catalyst mewsrand persons will be

discussed in detail in chapter four.

Reasonable and Fair Educational, Employment and Economic Opportunities for
Establishment of Peace

These three components of human life both in theighaa and society are
related to each other and one leads to the othecamdmg form. Man the rational
animal of Aristotle, can develop into an individual (jmemsaccording to Karl Marx,
only in society. Hence it is also obvious that ultiehait is the society that makes or
breaks the individual. It is needless to dwell more enriportance and trene qua
nonnature of economics in modern day society for a dighifieman life. Economics
is tied both to voice and power of a person in a speiat one is to be seen, heard
and marked, i.e. to assert the existence of onengalfblic. A modern Tamil Indian
poet (Kannadhasan) of Marxist leanings composed a kahgaes like this: “Money
is God and God acknowledges it t0o.”

As stated previously, in Sri Lanka a country of the tivods world, one out
of every five persons is unemployed. Roughly 70% of themttg’'s population is rural
peasantry. The density of the population of 18 millionictvirs said to be 243 per
square kilometer, does not give a proper picture as itaverage for the entire
country. The actual density is found only in the onearig megatown or metropolis,
the capital city of Colombo, which proudly houses altlerm developments.
According to many sociologists, there is one big toneh ane small town in Sri
Lanka, i.e. Colombo and Kandy, and all the others igrerbsmall villages. It is
therefore understandable that Colombo would be quiteigetattto that sector of the

society which takes economic development in theiskfgously. Because of the fact
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that urbanization in this country in the strict seilssgpplicable only to Colombo and
its suburbs now called “Greater Colombo,” that pathefcountry is over-populated
vis-a-vi the other provincial towns. This fact is yed in the last parliamentary
elections held in October 2000 for which about 1 million ©00,registered voters
were from adult residents living within roughly 50 kilomsteadius from Colombo.
Just this figure which does not take into account thegistezed voters and the youth
and children below 19 years of age, is over one-tentheoisland’s total population.
Therefore one can reckon from these figures the higsitgeaf the population in the
capital city.

Greater Colombo houses exhibit extremes from mansamdominia and
apartments to slums. Though in the other towns andesléhere are wattle and daub
huts, there are no slums. (The only other place wipgasi-slum houses can be found
are in the plantation areas where the “line houseséwuilt by the British to house
the Indian Tamil cooleys.) This therefore explaire tinhealthy factors which cause
socio-political and economic contentions. The majarftgood attractive jobs both in
the government and private sectors are also invarafaljable only in Colombo.
Though there are big schools and universities in prdlgtadbprovincial towns, with
the exception of a few, the schools and universiti€odombo are at a
disproportionate advantage point over the provincial ohestefore graduates from
the provincial schools and universities are placeddigaavantage when it comes to
job opportunities. Since everything is in Colombo, oppaties and development also
stagnate in Colombo. The southern youth of the Sirdwadeety staged the
aforementioned insurrection in 1971 and 1987-89, angered andtieddbsathe
irredeemable political and economical policy of the tyawernments - SLFP and

UNP. Their popular slogakolambata Kiri Apata Kekiri Milk for Colombo people
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while for us only gourd - was composed due to the factalhatilk produced by the
poor peasant farmers of the south was transported torBol and they ate only yams
and gourds, which are products of the dry zone.

The insurrections of the southern and rural Sinhalahyaass triggered
basically by the educational and economic factors lagg gaw that only a
revolutionary change in Politics could better thosguadities. On the other hand, the
revolution of the Tamil youth of the North East isedily politically motivated
because they are convinced that only political sogetewill change socio-economic
life of the minority Tamils. Hence, though both past@nverge in the end result, i.e.
dignity of the oppressed and the strategy, i.e. armed stragdI®arxist ideology, the
interpretation of the causes are slightly different pecluliar to each of them.

The present school children who were born after 1980 hmakaowledge of
the insurrection of 1971, as if it were unimportant and didhappen. The textbooks
say nothing about it. The students know about Marx,rSaalil Lenin, the French and
Russian revolutions, the Industrial revolution and sdbabhare ignorant about the
first Marxist revolution of the country. They know atbdhe second JVP revolution of
1987-89, and the prolonged Tamil LTTE revolution because tiecfaets of their
lifetime. Real transparency calls for acknowledgeméthefailure of the
governments to deliver the goods to the people at ladyeeguires that the country
search in sincerity and seriousness for alternadivepblicies, in consultation with all
sectors of Sri Lankan society, that will provide féioathem. Like the divine
providence that showers rain and shines the sun witladiut bias, politics that rules
the people should care for all the subjects without piytik peace is its prospect.

This therefore calls for revolutionary thinking in thevernment of Sri Lanka

for centrifugation of developmental opportunities suchdagation, employment and
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economic fairness and equality into the rest of thadsespecially at least to the other
provincial towns. The Carnegie Commission summarizisgbint quite vividly:

Other explanations for conflict (within states) ¢enderived
from economic factors, such as resource depletiongrisi
unemployment, or failed fiscal and monetary policiesti@adarly when
discriminatory economic systems create economic digsaalong
cultural ethnic or religious lines...few doubt that ecoimoconditions
contribute to the emergence of mass violence, althexgérts
disagree about exactly how the stresses of econocamisformation
contribute to violent outbreaks.

Azeez, a Sri Lankan Muslim politician and trade uniomktcidates how the
lack of development of the other provinces has causeeisttadation of the

socio-political crisis in the country:

The third equally important aspect of this matter is
development. Economic, cultural, social, educationalfthead all
other branches of human activities in the regionnegdkeive closer
attention. When we look at the development set up icdbetry
today, we find that except the Mahaveli Scheme, wieatégvelopment
there is, is concentrated mostly in the Western poaviProvinces like
Uva, Sabaragamuwa, North Central, Eastern and Norfitesmces
are more or less backward without a hope of early solwf their
several problems. Provincial legislatures and executwesd be
compelled to concentrate on their own problems and s@atons to
their needs of development. Thus in the provincial smiudire
contained the seeds of effective and positive soluaodsabove all of
uniform development in the entire country.

The Role of MassMedia in Kindling Division and Violence

Both press and mass media, the powerful voices of thergment, also
contribute to the ordinary people’s hatred, bias and saspit the “other race.” In
Sri Lanka the newspapers, radio, and television arelynuasttrolled by the
government and they tow the policy laid out by it. Hogrewiow the opposition
parties too have created their own such channels thitbegbrivate sector. The LTTE
in the same manner has formed its own press and metlissaown website. There is

therefore a triangular conflict in reports of newsadatd policies mostly one opposed
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to the other. Opinions may vary as to who is tolaméd first, but the existential truth
is, propaganda of one’s own policies and achievementtharahti-propaganda of the
opponents policies and actions, are what people see anthiike mass media. Thiru
Kandiah, a Sri Lankan scholar and writer, appraisesaleeof the mass media in
contributing to the kindling of violence:

As far as the ethnic, issue goes the practice oféhespapers
reflects a general approach characterized by two mails:gd) The
projection of a distinct Sinhala consciousness, agtiose on the
other side of the ethnic divide; and (2) The pursuit f ¢fffort in a
manner which pervades the interest serves the itgevesval groups
within the internal politics of the south.

The methods used in pursuit of these goals involves select
presentation and/or concealment of news, strategaatof the
release of news, distortions, slanting, misreportingven blatant
untruths, covering up failure of policies, attempts to eralsa internal
rivals and so on. Also involved is the process ahicilizing the other
side, a process in which the LTTE willingly cooperafesobvious
strategic reasons. Concerns which have their owingig validity -
censorship, for example, the plight of civilians or éihmed forces are
treated, but often in ways that are designed to disanteihal and
external rivals.

A significant consequence is that frequently made overt
professions of gestures toward peace are effectively nnnkat, in
some case quite deliberately...The picture of the mbdiaeimerges
from all this is a dysfunctional one which defeatshigd expectation
we might have on them as “conflict specialists” whghtcontribute
toward the resolution of conflict by fair and balanceporting, which
give people exchange to arrive at better understandirige adsues,
etc.

In Sri Lanka, the people realize what they can expeat television, radio,
and the newspapers. They are able to de-code the ddt@addetween the lines.”
Hence the politicians and those with political poweamed rouse the majority of the
people to that frenzied tempo of violence as they di®88. Yet one cannot be
complacent about it and be lethargic about the unconsamig\duced racism and
calculated violence and human rights violations whiehsatl rampant in Sri Lankan

society today. All the religions of the country progidasic values and are based on
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the bedrock of “human dignity* as the basic yet pivotahipof all aspirations. It is
perhaps now their hour to legitimize their existenagtrarson d’etreby endeavoring

to be agents of peace and harmony, racial respect atydra®ri Lanka.

Breaking the Horns of Ethnocentrism and Racial Fundamentalism

As | have already mentioned, right from primitive tinmesnanity had belonged
to different ethnic, racial, religious and linguistic bgiounds, awareness,
individuation and articulation of such differences and ileatdeveloped very much
later in time than the existence and origin of sudermihces. | believe that it may even
go into pre-historic or even times before the awasgié time itself. The Biblical
narrative of the Babel Tower pericope (Gen. 11:1-9) is@rexample of pushing
linguistic origins into mythical and metahistoric peridthe very fact that some of the
languages both classic and modern are linked with godsagehlg beings also
corroborates this opinion. Equally true are the linksaoial or ethnic origins with
animals or trees. Anthropologists posit the theory phianitive totems which
individuated and identified pre-civilized tribes, later enleed into their standard and
even deities. Animals such as the lion, the wolf,libar and trees such as the oak, the
Palmyrah, date palm, the willow, the banyan are ¢évday hailed as sacred and
precious by many nations in spite of scientific andhimetogical advances. Though it is
commonly understood that they did not actually take plae@yagiven time, the myth
is so potent that no one dares to disprove it. The hgghalso the alchemic power to
unite the members of a society to perform powerfubastiboth positive and
negative, in which as individuals or otherwise they inigit engage. Mob

demonstrations showing allegiance or unleashing vioJeareesome examples of the
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potency of myths and totems. Therefore, one has tdt #uhh side by side with
science, technology and philosophy also survive vestijpamitive societal and
religious practices and traditions in post-modern sosigiel religions.

Hence, in Sri Lanka, | believe that a radical reking of the concept and role
of ethnism, myth, totem, language, culture and religiadre be seriously undertaken
by theologians and anthropologists, and popularized ie@tlbss of society even
down to pre-school kids.

Though it is true that societal hatred, disrespect ardnde toward the alien
(a person not of one’s own background) happen among the aditi Lanka, as
stated earlier, such negative attitudes have been c¢altw@dad systematically injected
into the population beginning from their school daysulgtothe textbooks. A Sri
Lankan child from the time of the age of reason growkaimg the other and
considering the other as incompatible and an enemyoédth both the Sinhala and
Tamil forbears proceeded from India, only the lattersitown to be intruders and
invaders and illegal immigrants. Although both Buddhism aimdlidsm are religions
of the Indian soil, only the latter is shown as intpdrfrom India. Forgetting the
historical fact that Buddhism is an offshoot or anleion from Hinduism (just as
Christianity is from Judaism), only Hinduism is depicésdhe rival and threat to
Buddhism. When such partial and one-sided data and knowlegkpeated year after
year into the growing and forming minds of the childieme need not wonder why
there is in Sri Lanka the aforementioned “unconscidlisozentrism.”

Triggered by this attitude of the leaders of the Sinlm@mrity, now the Tamil
militant leaders too over the last decade, have undertakeproject of rewriting the
Tamil textbooks in pro-Tamil ethnic terms, thus injegtsimilar hatred and disrespect

of the other. All government printed Sinhala-centdesdons have been taken away
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and lessons showing the dignity of Tamil language and cunateHinduism have
been incorporated into them. Though this undoubtedly ma&esl ¢hildren aware
and convinced of their greatness and dignity, as artttfoor counteract measure, it
also induces hatred and disrespect of the other. Thustihesattitudes create
bipolarity or polarization of the children of the saswl and the national womb, to be
viewed as enemy of one another that to come togaiHiee in peace and harmony.
Both parties therefore in my opinion are guilty, thougk bas caused the other, of
poisoning tender minds and destroying the possibility oicering difference in amity

and magnanimity.

Sovereign Statesor Federal States?

As | have argued in the first and second chapters, batlhéginning of the
modern age, Sri Lanka was a country with many kingdons.uhffication of the land
into one nation under one government is undoubtedly dianez the British empire.
The introduction of the representational political ofigenentarian system of
administration by them, had proved to cause controardycontention, in this
country right from its inception in 1931. From that tinme i had caused more
dissention and distrust than accord between the mag@yminority communities.
The eleven general parliamentary elections conductddtey have proved beyond
doubt that majority minority party coalitions do nadtléor more than a few years, as
pacts fall through on assumption of political power.

The Tamil political parties did not, in the beginninglod period of
independence, ask for separation. Though there was satagoagabout unification,
they had all accepted it as the legitimate mode of astration of the country for the

future. They had tried to make the best use of the regeggmal political system with
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all its limitations, to be apt and adequate to mairttandignity of the minority
communities of the nation. They thought that the regmtadives of the people in the
parliament would be able to lift the life and human digaitthe entire population
represented in the national parliament, than onlyethd® are represented by many.
The Tamil political leaders of the Independence periodJiké®>onnambalam
Ramanathan, Sir Ponnambalam Arunachalam, Sunderalii®)d.V. Chelvanayagam,
and G.G. Ponnambalam proposed many and different pqkcesetimes one
incompatible with the other) to make the existing paré@ntary system satisfactorily
workable to all. The requests ranged from 50% of parliaamgiseats to a federal state
comprising the northern and eastern provinces fordherastration of the Tamil
population.

All these requests made in consultative, democratic andaient manners did
not gain consideration or compliance from the two gawvent-forming parties, viz
UNP and SLFP. Moreover, as mentioned earlier, theg west with stark state
violence. It is this failure of consultative method28 years and non-violent protests
of 12 years that made the united Tamil parties in 1976 tie sletwn finally to the
demand of separatism i.e. a separate Tamil politiced,shad to accept the method of
armed struggle to obtain it. Hence it is important tteribat the demand to separate
sovereign state was the result of prolonged politicatrfatien, inclusive of socio-
economic situations, induced by the apathy and calloushéiss majority in power.

| am reminded of the request of the 5 Pandava Prindégitccousins the
Kauravas, through Lord Krishna, in the Hindu Sacred Epie“Wlahabharatha.” The
Kauravas (hundred cousins) had usurped Pandavas’ Royal domainaen them
into exile for 14 years. Hence at the end of it, Paasi@ent Krishna as their mediator

to return the kingdom to them. Krishna was requestedsioafsk for the entire
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Pandava kingdom. If Kauravas did not agree to give it backhbuld ask for 5
districts, and if they do not agree to that too, tofaskt least 5 towns. Should they
agree to give just 5 towns to the Pandavas, then themaatuld be peacefully
settled. But if they do not agree even to the leadteofequests, then Pandavas would
have no other alternative than to wage war to rggaasession of their domain.
(Virada Parvam of the Mahabharatha).

There is a similarity between the above stated Madnabha story and the
present Tamil militant struggle of the LTTE for SeparBaenil State. All the earlier
requests which | had mentioned from 1948 - 1976 were attemipts t@ithin one
political system in the one nation as emancipated, faigrand mutually respected
citizen. They had thought and searched for differentipsl@nd solutions to make
socio-political co-existence of the Sinhala-Tamiinrounities a feasible reality. The
unfortunate turning down of all such requests as too mucalistic and illegitimate,
and the unlawful and undemocratic penalties and atroaiieashed for daring to ask
such requests by the Major Sinhala Parties, gaveaigetfamous Vattukkottai
Resolution of 1976 for armed struggle for Tamil Eelam.

This is not to explain away or legitimize the ongoingied struggle and the
ethnic crisis in the country, or even to merely makenalysis of the current crisis
situation. Yet a relevant and impartial diagnosis, infimy belief, is a prerequisite and
sine qua noro arrive at feasible strategies for political cmbitesolution in Sri
Lanka.

| do not believe that a mere academic analysis @arek of the ethnic crisis in
Sri Lanka will automatically lead to resolution of thissis. If the purpose of the
analysis or research is only to examine the causesmlitions or to see in what ways

it is similar and dissimilar to intrastate conflictsinterracial conflicts in the rest of the
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world, one would be able to collect, compare and gifiugh the data and arrive at
conclusions to state that this is yet another compddikical complication similar to
this or that country in the world. There is a proverthe Tamil language that a
pumpkin (gourd) in a book cannot be cooked. Similarly, tladysis and research into
the causes, conditions occasions of this ethnisdsiselevant only as a prerequisite
diagnosis to look for possible and feasible solutiorhefdame.

At the same time, | am aware that this political aadial conflict is so
complicated and deep-rooted and involves many local agchational factors which
have to come together to dismantle as if it werelivhewnires that keep on sparking
violence and destruction from time to time. Therdgs a proverb in the Sinhala
language which says that what could have once been niggld fingernail, now
needs an axe to remove. Hence this study is a hunbbta@tto make a rational
research with the sole purpose to seek a feasiblemotatithis crisis. | am aware of
hundreds of articles and books written about the Sri Liapkiditical crisis by experts,
anthropologists, sociologists and political analyste@fld famous universities. But
nearly all of them are written more with the purpofthe academic analysis of the
sociopolitical situation of the country and that of ggva vivid picture of the situation
rather than that of proposing paths for peace. Like maksyper grade film or a
bestseller book on war, they fulfill their raison déetvith their publication.

While | am fascinated by their in-depth knowledge andd@steand research
and am stimulated and guided by them, | often wonder how ofdhem had real and
ground level experience of seeing and experiencing the arand humiliating
treatment that the oppressed and the underdogs have tiaftyda this country.
Diagnosis, as | earlier mentioned, is necessaryung, dut not sufficient. Guided by

the diagnosis research and mindful of the similaritiesdissimilarities of conflict
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situations of the other countries, and guided by the embgepositive characteristics
and resources, pathways for peace have to be continezd tiey have been
pioneered by promoters of peace, or explored and pioneeeadia directions yet to
be discovered. As Bernard Swan, a Sri Lankan profesgseea@graphy and initiator of
“Programs in Peace Studies” and “Geographies of Peage” sa
Seen as a field of inquiry in its own right, peace studies

well-intentioned enterprise, engaged in largely by wasteademic and

fellow travelers with all their cultural baggage: stintethby great

goodwill, but also tinged with arrogance and prejudice, andtcained

by the taboos of western academia. Because most aftdrnational

publications that find their way into libraries, agdke world, emanate

from western sources, it is the west that is widensas the fount to

be tuned to for the understanding of and education on p&idteugh

violence is decried, in its confidence that it hasahswers, peace

studies may be guilty, albeit unwittingly, of some of vieey cultural

violence and academic imperialism that it deplores agpooanding
problems of unpeacefulness on earth.

The LTTE itself has undergone evolution in this 25 ye&aermed struggle.
What started as a simple liberation movement of aBanilion Tamils on a small
island, has in two decades grown to be the most powgréillla movement in the
whole world. It has invaded cyberspace and appropriatedqaicall the most recent
technologies in its strategies. Whether arms andlesssi communication equipment
from the West, the LTTE has them all. Its militaghievements as in the words of
T.D.S.A. Dissanayake, the Sri Lankan Sinhala diplofisathe principal bargaining
chip” for the LTTE and “annihilating it militarily isot feasible.” The LTTE has grown
from an underground movement to an international corjporand is a government of
its own category.

What are the opinions of the Tamil civilians of tierth and east in particular
and the other Tamils and Muslims living in the soutlaera western parts of Sri

Lanka? This cannot be answered in a sentence. IndSphe fact that Tamils of the
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north and east do not generally approve of the violezdislef the LTTE such as
murder, abduction, extortion, and bombings they do not,dem/openly say that it is
because of the LTTE that they are able to assaridtiges as respected people in this
country. They are convinced that many humiliations the Tamils faced from 1958
onwards and the calculated colonization of the Taredsmwith Sinhalas and thus
creating Tense Border zones, the bullying of powerlessil$ by thugs and forces all
stopped because of the LTTE. Many affluent Tamils atdhappy with the LTTE'’s
methods of extortion and taxation and lament how miaeh have been forced to
donate to the movement and its operations. Many of tred opted to transfer
themselves to live in the southern and western presinBut mostly all of them, too,
have similar sentiments about the LTTE as guardiatisedionor and dignity of the
Tamils.

The Indian Tamils who live in the hill country - el Malaiyaha Tamils - did
not engage in the liberation fight in 1976 for the follegvreasons: (1) They were
mostly stateless and therefore did not have citizpng®) They were aware that they
have to live as a minority among the majority comitygi8) Their political leaders
were determined to make them into “voters” than rigtdiigens; (4) Their
organizations were mostly trade unions focussed on galle;ies, and infrastructure,
rather than on political and social emancipation anditgtighhey too suffered
humiliation and disrespect by the majority Sinhalesenduimes of riots. They lost
their meager belongings and were driven away from shem-like lines. Even now,
one can see how they are shabbily treated on tlus &l in public. Their bosses and
officers yet address them in the most despicable vaayslaves were addressed by
their masters in other countries in earlier eras.

Now therefore, the younger generation and the educatég @ommunity too
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feel that they also need to be respected as human beidganancipated politically.
They are aware of the exploitations of their politieaders who had made them their
stepping stones to reach power in politics without imm@the lives of the average
plantation worker. They now begin to organize themseiweassert themselves as
citizens and agree that they too should follow the adslof the Sri Lankan Tamil
militants, but in their own way. In the recent pastjdents have been reported of
sabotages, demonstrations and violence in the plamtatéas and there is wide
speculation about the presence of the “Tigers” in theduntry too.

The LTTE is considered by Tamils to be an importanvement for the
dignity of the minorities in Sri Lanka. Their atroegiare not legitimized or approved
but tolerated. There is contradictory speculation ornt Wwimees of rulers or
administrators they will become if they assume poBeme feel there will be a rule of
terror, while others feel that as civil administratthey will be different, like the
military leaders who ruled their countries after WorldMi. In spite of all their
negativity and violent strategies, for all the gooddhkithey have achieved for the
oppressed minority, the LTTE is judged and accepted to beettessary evil and a
sine qua norfor Tamil dignity.

Over one million Sri Lankan Tamils now live in Westeountries such as
England, Australia, Canada, USA and other European cosintitiey are the Tamils
in diasphora. Though their quality of life is better seeconomically, they feel like
socio-political non-entities in those countries. They convinced that their homeland
is Sri Lanka and would like to return or commute at Wibst suffered loss and
humiliation repeatedly during the ethnic riots or escapeathda such situations.
Hence, many also have similar sentiments aboutebessity of the LTTE. A majority

of them willingly donate generously toward LTTE eman@pgagctivities. According
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to a recent survey, over 60% of the ex-patriot TamilSanada, are for a separate
Tamil sovereign state. Like the Jews “beyond the sieéiBabylon,” they wait for the
day to return to their traditional homeland of Palmyaall Coconut palms, rice fields,
sea and lagoon, churches, temples and Vidhyalayas (stlaodltheir broken homes
and neglected properties, cherished in memory. Theylgosily long to see all this
before they die. It is also encouraging to see thadainy of the Sri Lankan Tamil
expatriate homes, the children are learning Tamil laggueulture, and history in
weekend or night tutories. Whether the new generati@ridfankan Tamils will opt
to return to the country is not something that can hewredicted. But the serious
and committed attempts to keep their language, culture oredigand customs of life
alive, is an indicator of a more basic shift in pagadand of a new way of being a Sri
Lankan Tamil.

We have seen in this chapter the various initiatbfdbe Sri Lankan socio
political leadership in the post-colonial period of Sanka. We have also examined
the various causes and conditions that have either gseor intensity to the crisis at
different times. Failure of the good will attempts amestly due to the inability or
unwillingness to liberate oneself from a fundamentalisichment to one’s race,
culture, religion, tradition and a lack of consideratibthe equality and legitimacy of
the “other.” Hence, the next chapter proposes and eggla¢ conviction that the only
feasible path for peace and harmony in Sri Lanka ialrand religious symbiosis — a
society that respects and reinforces religio- cultuqabéty and plurality as the Sri

Lankan reality.
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